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Herbert Tessa/mar was born in Dresden on July 7, 1916, was brought up
in the Lutheran %arch, is married and has two children.

While studying at the Obeirealschn3s in Dresden-Jobannetadt, be attended
evening classes until 1934 at a business school in Dresden, where be studied
stenography, typing and general business management. After that be worked
in a Finance Office in Dresden, the Traffic Office in Dreeden-Pirna, and the
Construction Office in Beidenan acquiring experience in administration, in•
eluding personnel, finance and ;raffia matters. The Berlin Lbcument Center
has no record of his having belonged to the NSDAP or any of its major affil-
iates. Drafted into the Seichsarbeitedienst in 1937, he served in it until
he was drafted into the Army in 1938.

Tsesohner sereed as a clerk with the following unite in the Wehrmacht:
1938, 13th'ilnineer Battalion, Pirna; August 1939, Fneneer School, Dessau-
lioselau; July 1941, Higher Ragineer Leadership, Panzer ACK 1, on the HUB..

Bien front; June 1944, on staff of an Infantry Division in Greece; Septem-
ber 19441 Engineer unit in Kattomits.

After 1945 Tieschner became active in the Soviet-Tone LDP, and held
various party positions until he became Secretary General of the Saxony LDP,
(Be and Johannee HIRCIOIANN ware together on the Landesvorstand until 1949.)
!meaner held this position in November 1949, at the time of the first Ger-
man Congress of Professor Ulrich NOACK's "%abettor Ireie" held at Rergedorf
in the Rhineland, and was reported at that time to have attended the congress.
Ha was on the Presidium of the Land Committee of the National Front in Sax-
ony, and in June 1950 one report stated that he had been selected as a Nation-
al Front propaganda speaker in West Germany. In June 1993 he replaced
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Wolfgang !MESSER as a member of the DDS Felkskasmer, and he has been in
the Folkskammer since then, having been reelected in October 1950.

Tassohner has been Secretary General of the LIP since August 1950,
when he snot:seeded Panther STEMPEL, who had been arrested by the D. It
was expedted at fir3t that as Secretary General Taeschner would handle
organisational matters and leave political questions to joachie FLATAU.
Platen at the time was Chief of the ?entice' Department of the LDP Main
BOADOS8 Office and deputy to Taesohner, as he had been deputy to Stempel.
However, in September 1950 Teeschner discharged Wilhelm JOHN as Chief Edi-
tor of the LDPI e princip41 newspaper penjoipm (Feat Berlin) and replaced
Ma with Plata% after john had rensed to accept Flatau on the editorial
staff. To the LEflfain %singes Office Taeschner now heads the Central
Press Office (with Platen as his deputy) and Hain Departannt 'Cm (Adm(nis-
tration, Training, Finance). The result of these changes has been to give
Tieachner more complete control of the party work in LDP headquarters. Be
was reelected to the Zentralvorstand at the LDP Zonal Convention held from
June 30 to July 2, 1951, and at its first meeting on August 29, 1951 the
new Zentralvorstand reelected his LDP Secretary General. As Secretary
General Tiesohner receives a monthly salary of DM 1200. and in addition a
DM 400 expense account.

Teeschner is also a member of the Zentralvorstand of the 'Society for
German-Soviet Friendship' (since January 1951), and was elected to the DOH
Peace Plebiscite Committee formed in May 1951. Re was one of a DDSde/ega-
tion which flew to *scow in November 1950 to take part in the October
Revolution celebrations. .

-
After his appointment as SpretaryCemeral of the Zonal UP his main

residence continued to be at tentichstrasse 4, Dresden. In addition he
keeps a email apartment in Berlin. His wife Gertraude nee HDPFE, whom
he married on May 29, 1943, still lives in Dresden with their two dhildrent
Clans.Datlev, born September 9, 1947, and Heins*Jargen, born in September
1949.

Taesohner is about 5 feet 10 inches tall and weighs abont 190 lbs;
he has an aquiline nose and vary thin light brown hair. He claims to
speak English well and French fairly well. His secretary and close friend
is one Ilse CERISTOPH. Be is said to be a domineering individual, and
(despite the above report of his selection as a National Front speaker) his
talent as an orator apparently does not match his organisational ability.
His lectures on'llie visit to the U.S.S.R. in Novenber 1993 were said to
be 'very general and poorly received'.

Infl miner In the LAN

In his present position and with his administrative experience Taeschner
undoubtedly wields great influence in the LDP. He is regarded as pro-Soviet
and pro-SAD, although there are indications that his attitide may be an



.4000000#0A,4440, NRia-lnota Of laudatary pro-Soviet articles appears in
tSi ' fiesi and he has evidently purged at least one LDP report of I'm:-
pleasant" details hefore passing it on to the SCCO . Information Divisions

A report in December 1950 stated that Tasschner intended to dismiss all
LOP . employees who lived in West Berlin, and had replaced those already dis-
missed with people from Samorc LDP employees, it stated, were speaking of
a •Samoniaatioe.nf party headquarters. It is worth noting in this regard
that three of the five LDP Deputy Chairman are from Saxony, and two of the
three, Eansok and Gerlach, were elected in ;lily 1951, when Taeschner was
already Secretary General. (The other Deputy Chairman from Saxony is
Johannes DISCI:MANN.) It may be noted too in passing that the DDR Cabinet
formed in November 1950 has three LDP State Secretaries all of whom are
from Saxony. There is no evidence that this last is due to Tessohner; . in
,fact Taesohner has been said to have ambitions of becoming a State Secretary
himself. In any event, whether or not Taeschner had a part in any of the
aforementioned cases, it is likely that they have contributed to the popular
talk of "Sixonisation".

Tieschner was on of those in the LDP who were very active in attacking
Dieokmann's brotherain-law Dr. Walter THMERMER, who had long been persona
non grata to the BED and the Soviets. The fallowing is indicative of cer-
tain personal relationships in the LDP: In e 	 /961 Lew.early	 ---h, -aeschner and
Ionnok accused Thdrner of not fulfilling his dunes as minister of Reath
in Land Sammy. Meanwhile Tasechner and Loch discussed the question of
dismissing Thdrmer as Minister, and at the first meeting of the new LOP
Zentralvorstand on August 29, 1951, over Dieekmann's_protests, Tamer was

 of his post. Further evidence of Tesschner's aggressive attitude
toward Dieekmann appeared at the same meeting, when it was decided that an
LIP member may not be a member of the Folkskammer and of a Landtag at the
sass time. Dieckmann, who would be among those personally affected by the
new decision, protested. However he was overruled after Taeschner pointed
out that a person balding two mandates earns an excessive amount of monk,
and deprives another LDP member of a mandate..

The evidence is less clear regarding Tieschner's attitude toward
Bersann EASTNIR, Soviet collaborator who was deposed b- his colleagues as
LOP Chairman in July 1950. What little evidence there is is several months
old and =grants that Tieschner may have written off Eastner in his calcula-
tions for his own advancement. Since his expulsion Eistner has been attempt-
ing to recover lost ground and has circulated a number of rumors with a view
to boosting his awn stock. In February 1951 he allegedly stated that Tiesdh-
ner had approached him after receiving instruetions from the SOW that Eastner
was to be reinstated as LDP Chairman. In June 1951, however (according to
an 7.6 report), Eastner stated that Taeschner was being ineestigated. What
could possibly have happened in the intervil is that Eastner approached
Tao:Bohner and the latter showed no interest. Max REINHOLD (former LOP mayor
of Best Berlin a nd an alleged Eastner Supporter and Soviet informant) also
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.siated several months ago that Tiesehner was under investigation.

While many at these runors may be traceable to the Bastner group, there
still is reason to think that Taeschner mgy at some tine have been the web-
Poet of an investigation. In fact in July and August 1951 there appears to
have been some question of his continnanoe as LDP Secretary General. At
that time it appeared that Tieschner himself would succeed Theirmer as Land
Saxony Health Minister, since a large villa in Dresden had been assigned to
Taesohner by the Land government, and he hld bought flu:mite-re in Berlin and
had it shipped to Presden. (GIG -	 Such an appointment would have been
a atop down for Taeschner, and whit it was for alma considered as a natter
of speculation. According to the above GIG report, 'teas rumored that the
LOP leadership felt that Taeachner was becoming too influential in the party.
The two principal candidates at that me to succeed Tiesohner as Secretary
General were said to be Heinat WITTIG and Bart WGEMBOHE, two Main Department
Chiefs in the LOP %kin Business Office. Mittig was Tieschner's aide and
had had the reputation of consulting Tiesdhner and closely fiilowing his ad-
vice in making his decisions. Taaaaanar, however, was said to be opposed
to Wittig as his successor, since he felt that Wittig would create a clique
of his own within the part; and thus detract from Tieschner's influence.
Taeschner himself yea reported to favor the twenty-one year old Woensobe,
who be thought would continue to be dependent on him.

It is not known what factors headed off this ddvelopment. However
from Tiesehner's reelection as Secretary General on August 29, 1951, Which
according to the LDP press was unanimous, his present status would appear
to be as secure as any LOP politioian's mild be. He seems to be on good
terse with both the rival Go-Chairman, Loch the Soviet protegee, and Hamann
the favorite of the LDP rank and file. Tiesolper is reported to have fully
*warted Leah as candidate for Chairman in June 1950, and he is clearly on
Imah's side in the latter's feud with Dieckmann. On the other hand the LDP
'press reported that, at' the August 29 meeting, Hamann nominated Taeschner
for reelection and praised his past work.

one thing that Taeschner's unnninous reelection seems to show is that,
in collaborating with the SED and the Soviets, he has thus far avoided be-
ing labeled "Soviet agent" by his party colleagues. Iron available evidence,
it would appear that he is ready to collaborate with the 3RD and the Soviets
preeisely as far as he considers necessary to maintain or em tend his own
:influence.

Principal sourness

1. Headquarters 66th GIG Detachment
2. Berlin Document Center
3. Bast Bone Press
4. BICOG Biographic files	
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